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A plague caused by severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) virus that began in late 2019 has swept the globe at an unprecedented rate, infecting near 2.4 million people with more than 16,000 lives lost in over 200 countries and territories as of April 21st, 2020 \[[@b1-ns-2040212-106]\]. Behind the digits is the endless grief of countless families. The coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic is the greatest global crisis in new millennium, and we humanity as a whole deserve to join forces to confront this life-threatening crisis from every aspect. Whether you are willing or coerced, you do and will continue to play a role in this crisis era. For scientists and researchers, the systematic training we receive may endow us a unique role during this crisis. Like in the all public health threats, scientists have high expectations to bring treatments and resorts to prevent transmission, cure disease, relief pain, and heal mental wounds.

More than ever, the scientific community needs solidarity. Scientists should have a greater consensus than the public that, globalization has enabled us from various countries and regions to fully break through geographical constraints and achieve high efficiency cooperation without borders. With the rapid development of the Internet and international logistics, we have established a practical framework for sharing information, resources, materials, and research results. Within the framework of a number of international organizations, academic associations, philanthropic foundations and so on, we have achieved to establish collaborative teams which gather international experts to tackle the global burden of diseases. With the established framework, when facing enormous public health challenge, the scientific community needs to unite in developing of methodology for prevention and control of COVID-19 transmission, investigating of etiology, pathology, and prognosis, reducing of the number of severe cases and fatality rate, preventing of various types of physiological disorders, and developing of effective drugs, targeted treatments and vaccines. In addition, the scientific community has a greater responsibility and obligation to fight against rumors, stigmatization and incitement to terror along with the pandemic. In fear of the unknown, the public are more vulnerable to incorrect information during the crisis. The professional training and mission to seek the truth encourage the scientific community in the front line fighting against nonfacts. In particular, the scientific community has a responsibility to stand together to fight resolutely against the immoral manipulation of the public during the pandemic.

The scientific community should have more strict self-discipline to maintain objectivity and impartiality during the pandemic. To determine the origin of SARS-CoV-2 is an urgent task during the crisis, as it is the underpinning of endeavors to restrain the source of infection, locate potential intermediate hosts, and cutoff transmission routes. Unfortunately, it is also a vulnerable issue to geopolitical influence. Our scientific community should uphold the attitude of objectivity and impartiality during research process and the subsequent peer-review process, so as to remain a scientific question as it is. We need to pay particular attention to the interpretation of our published findings by the media and politicians. If there is misinterpretation or misleading, it is our obligation to make correction in a timely manner. Furthermore, scientists and researchers should always adhere to the conflict-of-interest guidelines during the crisis era. Although the outbreak has now reached a critical stage, control, randomization, blinding methodologies should never be omitted during research conduct, and benefit of a treatment must outweigh the risk. Commercial and other conflicts of interest should be under scrutiny by strengthened peer review process. Finally, scientist and researchers need an unbiased interpretation of the findings. We should believe the facts *per se* and our interpretation of the results should never be skewed by political, religious, and cultural factors. The public respect unbiased scientific findings only because they respect the law of nature. If the scientists and researchers cannot be objective and unbiased, then the legitimacy of research activities will be compromised. This is especially true in the time of crisis.

The scientific community should be more forward-looking and imaginative about this new virus. More creative assumptions along with stringent researching and proving are needed in exploring etiology, pathogenesis, and pathophysiology, and in development of treatments and vaccine. Imagination and creativity are the powerful force for us to face unknown virus, paving the path towards better public health services. For example, while taking care of respiratory emergency is the priority, researchers were also concerned about the damage to the nervous system caused by SARS-CoV-2 infection. Neurologic manifestations, such as severe headache and transient paraplegia emerge at the early phase of infection \[[@b2-ns-2040212-106]\]. Diffuse corticospinal tract signs are seemly common (67%) \[[@b3-ns-2040212-106]\]. Moreover, the potential impairment to the reproductive system is unignorable after viral infection. A preprint report suggests that single-cell sequencing techniques (scRNA-seq) identified the specific expression of Angiotensin converting enzyme 2 (ACE2, a receptor for SARS-CoV-2 infection) in testicular cells, indicating that the testes may be a potential target for SARS-CoV-2 infection \[[@b4-ns-2040212-106]\]. Another study shows that semen samples and testicular tissue biopsy did not seem to support that inference \[[@b5-ns-2040212-106]\]. Nonetheless, alterations of sex-related hormone levels in reproductive-aged men with SARS-CoV-2 infection may indicate a decline in gonadal function \[[@b6-ns-2040212-106]\]. As we may see different point of views at the beginning, this reflects exactly the nature of research practice approaching the ultimate truth, just like Karl Popper wrote, "*Science must begin with myths, and with the criticism of myths*". Such proactive, forward-looking studies render a new perspective on comprehensive understanding of disease and get us prepared for drug discovery, and offer important references for the decision of public health policies.

All in all, the scientific community is now taking on new challenges in the era of COVID-19 pandemic. As a group pursuing truth, we need to maintain the highest standards of research ethics during the special time, as Cicero says "*Nothing is more noble, nothing more venerable than fidelity. Faithfulness and truth are the most sacred excellences and endowments of the human mind*". Let us join endeavors together for the entire humanity to get through this crisis.
